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NOTIC E. friendship of his Creator: and a promise was given to him, 


that his descendants, particularly those of his legitimate son 


the loss on this undertaking, are entitled to receive the num- | Isaac, were destined for peculiar purposes, beneficial to all the 
bers regularly, postage free. Instructions to be forwarded to human race. But at the very time when this gracious promise 
the Office, 27, Camomile Street, St, Mary Axe. ‘There are | ¥@S made, Abraham was likewise informed, that these, his 
several accounts due to us still outstanding, our friends would highly favoured descendants, should, during five hundred 
lighten our labours, already sufficiently onerous, if they would | Ye@rs, be slaves, oppressed and maltreated in a strange land ; 
save us the necessity of extra office duties. ‘The balance sheet | but that, at the expiration of that period, they would be 
and statement, which we had hoped to transmit to our sub- _ liberated, and leave that hostile land; and that this prediction 
seribers at the close of the half year, is thus delayed until the | ¥48 actually accomplished, through a series of events broughi 
years’ end. The * plan,” formerly given on this page, is now 
and henceforward omitted, in order to leave more space for 
new matter. | 
Readers out of the London distributor's circle, may obtain | 
this periodical on application to any respectable bookseller, the great purpose intended. 


who can supply the numbers in due course, without extra Che writer then alludes to the immediate cause of the 
charge settlement in Egypt, and to how the criminal hatred of Joseph's 


brothers became a main instrument in the fulfilment of a 
supremely wise design; he then shows that, 

‘* Though man is a free, and therefore a responsible agent, 
yet whatever he does is subservient to the great designs of 
: Providence. In vain do the crimes of man attempt to interrupt 

MDS THE PASSOVER. the great order and regularity of the whole, which Omnipotence 
(From the Hebrew Review.— Continued.) maintains with irresistible might. However man may destroy 
_ “We live in an age when nothing supernatural or miraculous | the felicity of his own soul, his inward peace; however 
is seen; but whatever occurs bears the stamp of ordinary | unhappy the slave of evil passions may render himself, all his 
nature. The principal occupations and views of individuals, | deeds must eventually accomplish the wise purposes of Heaven, 
as well as of nations, are confined to their earthly span, and to | which controls alike the war of passions, and that of elements. 
their mundane career. No startling wonder, no astounding | Tyranny and vice in the moral world execute the Divine 
inversion of the course of nature, rouses man from his apathy. | commands, as do thunder and subterranean fire in the natural 
The direct and miraculous interposition of Providence no longer | world. An evil, moral as well as physical, must eventually, 
strikes home to the breasts of mortals. The stupendous effects | under the control of an All-wise Direction, promote the 
suddenly produced by the evident and overpowering operations | universal good, till every thing shall join in that grand harmony 
of the Great Controller of all nature, as well as of all super- | which was the chief purpose of creation.” 
natural causes, are no longer visible on earth.’” | ‘* We will not enter into a detail of what took place after the 

After showing how this want of faith was even exhibited by | death of Joseph;—how he and his services were forgotten, 
our ancestors in Egypt, the writer remarks, that how the descendants of Jacob were reduced to slavery, the 
** They neglected, as we ourselves neglect, to consider that, to | cruel measures adopted to check their increase, the provi- 
the Supreme Being, there is no gradation of time. Past, | dential preservation of Moses, how he was appointed by the 
present, and to come, can appear scarcely as an instant in his | Deity to be the leader of Israel, and how, after a series of super- 
eternity: and to Him, THE Now, and its inexplicable contra- | natural events, the Israelites were eventually and miraculously 
dictions and incongruities, are so clear, and devoid of obscurity, | liberated ;—we deem it needful to dwell only on the last of 
as to be easily reconciled with the grand and benevolent | these occurrences, which is considered of such great importance 
purposes of Heaven, (even in the finite conceptions of erring | in Holy Writ, that not ony is every minute observance that 
creatures,) by that which is to follow. keeps alive the memory of this fact repeatedly and most strictly 

“The history which we are examining tells us, that Abraham, | enjoined, (and severe punishment is denounced against the 
a Just and pious man, through his faith and active virtue, was | transgressor,) but it is made a duty ‘‘ to remember the day of 
selected from the mass of mankind, honoured with the | thy exit from the land of Mizraim, all the days of thy life.” 


Subscribers of not less than half a guinea annually, towards 


vidence, but principally by the apparent free-agency of man, 
which evinced itself virtuously as well as criminally in those 
transactions, but which, in either case, were instrumental to 


Agents for Germany have been appointed in compliance with 
the request of our continental friends. They are /err Boet- 


decker in Hamburgh—and Herr Asher in Berlin. 


about, partly by the direct and evident interposition of Pro. - 
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important. To say that these motives, whatever they were, | 
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(Deut. xvi. 3.) Why is such importance assigned to this one , have already been fully attained, is quite irreconcilable with 


event? Were we to assume that gratitude alone for the great | 
mercies conferred in liberating the nation from bondage, 1s a 
sufficient cause, a moments reflection would tell us, that the | 
Israelite, like every other human being, 1s 80 deeply indebted 
to the Divine goodness, that his utmost gratitude 1s insufficient 
to acknowledge the countless mercies which every fresh-drawn 
breath confers upon him; and that any one event, however 
wonderful, mighty, or glorious, is lost in the inexpressible total 
of obligations due to the Supreme Benefactor. We must, then, 
seck some other more sufficient cause: And due reflection will 
teach us, that it is not mere gratitude for benefits received, 
however great, which stamps the importance of the exit from 
Egypt, but the instruction thereby afforded,—not to Israelites 
alone, but to the whole human race,—on the subject most 
yrecious and interesting to man. We say,‘ to the whole 
aaa race:’ for, although their wondrous liberation, and 
selection as a peculiar people, do, primarily, concern the 
Israclite only, the great lesson to be derived from these facts 1S 
the general property of all mankind. The acceptance of the 
[sraelites,—their being chosen by the Deity as His peculiar 
people,—was not the consequence of, or reward due to, their 
merits. ‘Tradition tells us that, during their stay in Egypt, 
they, like their task-masters, were sunk in gross idolatry. It 
was the faithfulness of their pious ancestors which procured the 
children of Israel this distinguished mark of the Divine favour ; 
as Holy Writ declares, ‘ Only, the Lord bad a delight in thy 
fathers to love them, and he chose their seed after them, even 
you, above all people, as it is at this day.’ (Deut. x. 109.) 
And that faithfulness it is which deeply concerns all mankind, 
For though it is true, that other nations cannot become the 
seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, it is not less true that, if 
such be the will of God, they too may become Abrahams, 
Isaacs, and Jacobs, and have that mercy and grace extended to 
them which was the portion of the patriarchs of old, and the 
inheritance of their seed. This precious instruction is derived 
from the facts which the pascha commemorates: theoretically 
contained in the doctrines of the Mosaic law, it is practically 
proved by the history of Israel's liberation. We find its theory 
in the Divine declaration, * Keeping mercy for thousands, 
ene iniquity, and transgression, and sin,’ ( Exodus xxxiv. 7,) 
and its practice in the cause which led to the wats Seg of 
Israel by the Deity. As Holy Writ declares: ‘ The Lord did 
not set his love upon you, nor choose you because ye were 
more in number than any people, for ye were the fewest of all 
people; but because the Lord loved you, and because he 
would keep the oath which he had sworn unto your fathers, 
hath the per brought you out with a mighty hand, and. 
redeemed you out of the house of bondage, from the hand of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know, therefore, that. the Lord thy 
God He 1s God, the faithful God, who keepeth covenant and 
mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments, 
to a thousand generations, and repayeth them that hate him to 
their face to destroy them; he will not be slack to him that 
hateth him, he will repay him to his face.’ (Deut. vii. 7-10.) 
The meaning of the sacred: writer is evident and clear: The 
Deity did not select you as forming the mass of mankind, of 
which you are but a very small part; but it was the covenant 
formed with your fathers which caused you to be liberated, and 
preferred before other nations; let this, then, be a proof to 


what we see around us. What! * Hath God assayed to BY 
and take him a nation from the midst of another poet a y 
temptations, by signs, and by wonders, by 
mighty hand and outstretched arm, accor or to a a oe 
Lord your God did for you in Egypt T epi hy 
Has he followed up these his mighty wonders by the gracious 
declaration, ‘ Ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me, above all 
eople, (for all the earth is mine,) and ye shall ‘ unto me a 
Finedoat of priests, and an holy nation? Did he continue 
his direct wal providential interpositions In their behalf, for no 
other purpose than that they might, for a short time, possess a 
narrow territory, be harassed in that possession by powerful 
neighbours, exiled, restored, and, after suffering every species 
of outrage and injury, at length become expelled from that 
land, and scattered over the face of the earth during a period oj 
‘time greatly exceeding the entire duration of their political 
existence? Was it for this, that all nature was made subservient 
to their deliverance? Was it for this, that Mizraim’s proud 
river saw its waters turned into blood, that noxious animals 
and insects executed the prophet’s bidding, and disappered at 
his command ? that the sun lost its light? that the war of the 
elements was excited or hushed at the signal given by mortal 
man ? that the avenging angel went forth to smite the hopes of 
an entire nation ? that the waters of the ocean opened to give a 
safe passage to Israel’s host, * the floods stood upright as an 
heap, and the depths were congealed in the heart of the sea?’ 
Was it for this, that their food rained from heaven, and that the 
walls of mighty cities fell at the sound of their trumpets? 
Were all these wonders wrought for no other purpose, than to 
adorn the history of a wretched race of captive exiles, who, 
during hundreds of years, have been a prey to fire and to sword, 
to obloquy and contempt, to tyranny and oppression ; whose 
fate has been alike ‘ the jest of folly and the scorn of pride? 
It is true, their present sufferings are the just punishment of 
former sins. What now befals them had been long predicted. 
Not without caution did they persevere m their career of 
iniquity. But were not their sins, as well as their sufferings, 
foreseen by that Deity whose grace had once exalted them so 
high? Is it consistent with His all-perfect wisdom, that His 
wondrous interposition and His mighty power should have been 
employed to produce such a result? What! is the chosen 
people of God to sink so low, that the greatest happiness to 
which they dare aspire, is their being assimilated to the other 
nations of the earth? Is the purpose for which they were 
chosen, and appointed to be a ¥ toll of priests, already and. 


present state of mankind, shall presume to answer these ques- 
tions in the affirmative ? | 

After thus proving, though at somewhat greater length, that 
the destiny of our people is not yet fulfilled, the writer quotes 
scripture promise, that our re-establishment in Zion shall be 
heralded by wonders and miracles, as in the day of our deliver- 
ance from Egypt. On the weighty character of our obligation 
to abstain from leavened bread, and the punishment, here and 
hereafter, which attaches to disobedience, the writer says— 

“Let the hyper-refinement of the present day cavil at the 
Divine command, or assert that the crime bears no proportion 
to its punishment. Simple as is the observance, it becomes of 


consequence, because it bears evidence to the most important 


you, and to all mankind, that the Lord thy God, He is God, 
the fiithful God, who keepeth covenant and mercy to them | 
that loce him and keep his commandments, to a thousand 
generations. From these words is derived the great principle 
of all religion; which we will endeavour to illustrate.” 

Here follows a disquisition upon the immortality of the soul, 
which we are pbs to omit : 

‘* But it is not past events only, it is future occurrences 
likewise, of which the history of the miraculous liberation of 
Israel shows us the mirror. Wonderful occurrences, such as 
that history relates, repeated inversions of the course of nature, 
and the visible interposition of Omnipotence, were not under- 
taken in vain, nor without motives adequate and sufficiently 


fact recorded in sacred history; a fact, which is at once the basis 
and great testimony on which rests the truth of revealed religion. 
No other nation on the face of the earth does, in an uninterrupted 
chain of succession from father to son, commemorate events 
which occurred upwards of three thousand years ago. And, 
when we consider that with these events is connected, and in- 


dissolubly bound up, the subsequent history of the nation pre- 


eminently destined to be the instrument of Providence for 
carrying into effect the beneficent purposes of the Deity towards 
the whole human race, and to promote the happiness of all 
mankind, it becomes important to every man, that whatever 


these events, should be preserved inviolate: and he who wan- 


tonly transgresses the Divine prohibition, does not only rebel 


fully attained? Where is the reflecting observer who, in the 


contributes to support the evidence which attests the truth of 


3 
| 
pr 
| 
i] 
a 
| 
‘ 
4 
4 
4 
‘hh 
2 
> 
47 
+ 
a 
| 
& 
rt 
d 


COO 


against the revealed will of his God, but endeavours to under- 
mine, and, as far as in his power lies, to destroy the proof on 
which that revealed will is founded, and by which it is upheld.” 

We regret the necessity so to abridge this interesting article, 
but have pleasure in referring our readers to a little book, called 
‘a apo ‘The Festivals of the Lord, as celebrated by the House 
of Israel in every part of the World.” This consists of a series 
of valuable extracts from ‘‘ The Hebrew Review.” We content 
ourselves, for the present, with the following passage :— 

‘* The influence which these observances must needs have 
exercised on the Israelites, was of the most extensive and 
important nature. That nation was not formed, like all others, 
by the union of various families or tribes inhabiting a certain 
tract of land, and, either by force of arms or free convention 
combined into a whole, forming a state or nation. The Israel- 
ites were all descended from one parent, Abraham, through one 
branch, Jacob. It was not the possession of a country, ora 
union formed by means of conquest or treaty, that cemented 
them into a nation. In Mizraim, before ever they were in 
possession of the promised land, or formed a body politic, they 
were a people distinct from the aborigines, not only while sub- 
jected to slavery by the cruel policy of the Pharaohs, but even 
beiore that policy was resorted to. And now seventeen centuries 
and more after they have been dispossessed of the land their 
fathers held, and have ceased to form a body politic; after they 
have been dispersed all over the earth, and have adopted the 
language and civilization of the countries in which they reside; 
still they have no where become amalgamated with the nations 
amongst whom they dwell; they still preserve and possess all 


the elements which constitute,-or are required to re-construct, | 


their nationality ; namely, community of language, of religion, 
of legislation, and of pure and unmixed descent. In this respect 
they are altogether unrivalled by any other people that. ever 
figured in the annals of history. ‘ And if we come to examine 
the cause that enabled this one peculiar nation, the Israclite, 


which, at no time, was pre-eminent for greatness of power, extent | 
_ of territory, or force of numbers, to preserve its laws, its insti- 


tutions, and its nationality, while Phenicians and Assyrians, 
Medes and Persians, Greeks and Romans, the most numerous, 
most powerful, most wealthy, and most civilized of ancient 
nations, have, either as conquered, or as conquerors, entirely 


disappeared from the face of the earth; while, even in the latter 


ages, no European laws or institutions of the present day-are 
exactly the same as they were five hundred, or even three hun- 
dred years ago; if we come to examine into the miraculous and 
unexampled preservation, for nearly 3,500 years, of the Israel- 
ites and their laws, we shall find the Divine promise, ‘ Even 
when they are in the land of their enemies I will not cast them 
away, neither will I abhor them to destroy them utterly ;’ the 
gracious assurance, ‘J, the Lord, am not altered, and ye sons 
of Jacob are not destroyed:’ In these few words, we find the 
secret of their existence as a nation;—as in the Divine declara- 
hon, ‘My Spirit which is on thee, and my words which I have 
put in thy mouth, shall not depart from thy mouth, nor the 
mouth of thy seed, nor the mouth of thy children’s seed, saith 
the Lord, from now and for ever,’—we discover to what they 
owe the unaltered preservation of their laws. And, if our next 
inquiry be,—Why they alone, of all the nations of the earth, 
have been thus guarded by the protecting mercy of Providence? 
the short, but important sentence, ‘I am the Lord and ye are 
my witnesses, saith the Lord,’ explains to us at once the bene- 


ficent intentions of the Deity towards them and towards all 
mankind.”’ | 


THE OPINIONS OF THE MOST PIOUS RABBINS OF 
ANTIQUITY, CONCERNING THE 
(Continued from Number 12.) 


CONCLUSION. 
_ Controversy is by no means the object of this treatise, nor is 
it mtended here to enter into a critical digest or lengthened 
isquisition ; but it is hoped to conduce to a clear and correct 
view of the subject under consideration, by exhibiting to all, 
€ opinions of our pious and learned Rabbins, Poets, Philolo- 


_mind! 
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gists and Philosophers, on the subject of the Peyutim, opinions 
which, to many, have hitherto been a sealed volume. 

That Kaleri and his cotemporaries originally introduced the 
Peyutim in accordance with, and in obedience to, the prevailing 
taste of the period, has been supposed by many ; and no doubt 
is entertained, that their first introduction in prayer was attended 
with due devotion; but had their originators anticipated or 
imagined, that their primary object would have been marred and 
defeated by the idle conversation and levity which are indulged 
in, during the reading of those compositions, it may fairly be 
presumed, that their abolition would have been sanctioned, if 
not recommended by them, for the substitution of prayer better 
calculated to excite devotion. 

Attenuated as would haye been per se all that has been urged 
on the subject of the Peyutim, (and especially as regards their 
rationale), from the time of Alcharisi to that of Heidenheim, 
yet now how cogent, how preponderating, how incontrovertible 
does all that has been advanced become, by the felicitous con- 
currence of our most pious Rabbins and Talmudists, with our 
celebrated poets —the former declaring them unsuited for 
prayer, the latter setting forth their phraseological mmperfev- 
tions. One is really at a loss to conjecture, how our modern 
Poskim could for a moment be supposed to have considered 
the Peyutim as part of our sublime ritual, when it must be 
apparent to all who are versed in the Poskim, that they but 
tacitly acquiesced in their introduction in prayer. 

After the authorities already brought to bear, further cita- 
tions, (though they might be multiplied,) would, it is pre- 
sumed, be supererogatory. We cannot however refrain, in 
taking leave of our subject, from availing ourselves of. one 
further quotation, extracted from the highly esteemed work 
mins Sp of the celebrated Margalioth, who, after an exhorta- 
tion to be early in attendance at the house of God, and an 
especial entreaty to be devoutly attentive to His words, con- 
tinues as follows: ‘“ Happy is he, whose reflections on those 
subjects are guided by judgment ; for the multitude, alas! are 
too ignorant to reflect and choose the right path. Many have 
I seen who neglect the essential, whilst they adhere to trifling 
matters ; who, on 183 OY dread the omission or neglect of a 
oyp or mmSp (expiatory prayer;) but they truly need expiation 
most who read them—for they hurry the reading, corrupt the 
pronunciation, and pervert the sense of the prayers, merely for 
the sake of conforming toa term which is here associated 
with absurdity, and serves to display 
the folly of its votaries who may individually be compared to 
one who submits to the privation of sight, in order to be placed 
on a footing with the blind people amongst whom he dwells. 


Interpolations like these, at best but a prattling of the lips 


unaccompanied by devotion of the heart, tend to diminish the 
sublimity of prayer, the object of which is not essentially 
answered by the mere repetition of a quantity of Peyutim and 
supplications without pure and earnest devotion ; for loquacity 


gives rise to errors, and he that adds may be in this instance _ 


said to diminish. ‘That which is pure, is, alas! rarely to be 
found. <A few words of prayer, if pure, comprise much; many 
words, if vitiated litthke—for Divine worship (as Cuzri observes, 
sec. 2, 9.) consists not in the choice of expressions, in raising 
the eyes, in exuberance of prayer, nor in repeatedly bowing 
the body; but in purity of thought, which, difficult of attain- 
ment as it may at first appear, man will not fail eventually to 
acquire, so as to attach himself to prayer with ardour and 
delight. And further I affirm, that he who imagines to obtain 
human happiness by uttering the words “AD wrap ys (There is 


none as holy as the Lord,) without exemplifying those words 
by faith and virtue, may be compared to one who expects his 


food will be sweetened by the mere promise of a | honey — 


with it. Happy is he who paves the path which leads to the 


house of God.”’ 


How forcible the impression which these words convey to the 
Do not the lengthy and ambiguous Peyutim tend to 
repress the solemnity that prayer demands? How vain the 
hope to superinduce a serious and becoming devotion, so long 


| as prayers are retained which furnish subject for criticism, and 
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defy all attempts at elucidation without the aid of a commen- 
tary! Observe the prayers established by our great Synod— 
adapted to the comprehension of all,* they are understood but 
to be appreciated ; and the mind receives their impressions, but 
to convey them to the heart, and to fix them indelibly there. 
Such a result cannot be reasonably looked for trom composi- 
tions fundamentally incomprehensible—and which torture me- 
mory to.detect, and ingenuity to unravel, the dark allusions and 
inferences with which they abound, in order to arrive at their 
signification ; a task, moreover, which requires no inconsider- 
able knowledge of Hebrew. | 

~ We will now briefly review the grounds of the objections to 
the Peyutim already brought under notice. 
1. Our most ancient and esteemed Rabbins are opposed to 
them. 

2. Our most celebrated Poets and Philologists pronounce 
them a mixture of inaccuracies and barbarisms. ; 

3. The difficulty of comprehending them, impedes the exer- 
cise of devotion, and defeats the best intention of being 
devout. 3 

lia congregation, the mischievous effects produced by pray- 
ers of an obscure and allegorical character, are especially obvi- 
ous ; for failing to create a due feeling of devotion, they engen- 
der ennui, which is but too prone to seek relief in idle conver- 
sation. ‘Thus, during the reading of Peyutim, (the rhyming 
words of which only-are distinguishable) the paxn oy gossips, 
the yd consults the commentary, and the juveniles are rest- 
less and impatient for their conclusion, thus evidencing a di- 
versity of sentiment necessarily subversive of that uniformity 
which should reign m a place of worship. 


The Translator, aware that the subject he had entered upon 
was one that, however fortified by irresistible authorities, such 
as have been adduced, still required to be delicately treated 
—a subject in fine, the dispassionate consideration of which 
had to encounter various and conflicting opinions, prejudices, 
and above all, the force of early habit, for ** Dediscit animus 
sero quod didicit diu”—has aimed at softening the asperities 
which the German original has noi scrupled to indulge in. 
Actuated by that zealous feeling of veneration for our ancient 
and holy Faith, which should prompt all to bring into view, ra- 
ther than to conceal, that which seems derogatory to its best in- 
terests, he trusts that his humble labors will not be whollv un- 
appreciated by his co-religionists, emanating as they do from 
the earnest desire of eliciting truth for: | 


Open rebuke is better than secret love. 
(Prov. 27-5.) 

_In inserting the conclusion of this article, we feel it due to 

ourselyes to recal attention to an exposition of our own feelings, 


on the subject of the Peyutim, inserted in our No. ll. It is 


true, that the original of the above translation was an ex-parte 
treatise in a German 


paper, (the Orient); but we have alreadv 
declared our willingness to insert any well-grounded imputation 
on the accuracy and fairness of the statements, or even to pub- 
lish any adequate defence of the productions decried, which 
might be sent to us. Meanwhile, we are free to admit. that the 
German writer may have been too sweeping in his condemna- 
tions, and that there may be many apt and touching pieces, de- 
sirable to be retained. We are assured, however, ‘that some of 
the most orthodox of the English Jews Inanage to repeat no 
more of the Peyutim than they can help; and it is even ru- 
moured, that some of these have whispered the expediency of 
curtailment, into the ear of ecclesiastical authority. When 
uext they speak, they may venture somewhat more than a whis- 
per, conscious that public opinion is prepared to support them; 
tor though we would decline even a desideratum trom unau- 
thorized hands, we have no objection to the wholesome influ- 


ence of public opinion upon those who alone can concede. and 
concede wisely —Ep,] 


* The Psalms engrafted on our prayers have been se! 
Synod with the view of suiting every posed n selected by our great 


DECREE OF 17th MARCH. 
(A TALE FROM THE FRENCH OF BEN LEVI.) 
(Concluded from last Number. ) 


David Blum arrived at the Capital on the 14th December, 
worn out with fatigue, suffering from cold = mane, 
without papers or money, and knowing not Ww be O. 
He wandered, for a long time, through the streets of the great 
city, amid the press of the many who talk ot wrod gst of the 
Empire, but who are indifferent as to how heavily | ant maj 
press upon any of the veterans of this national glory. At 


‘night, having no asylum wherein he could rest his head, he 
stretched himself on a cold stone under the porch of a theatre 
but, as he was poorly clad, he suffered more from .the’ frost 

than he did in Siberia. He could not sleep, and dark thoughts 
and self-interrogatories agitated his watchfulness. ‘“* Why was 
‘he still here in this world? Why was /e so_ continually 

devoted to misfortune? Why did it follow him, who had been 
' separated from his father, his mother, his betrothed, his brothers- 
_in-arms—/im, who, in the whole world, had neither friends nor 
fortune—him, who had nothing which could attach his soul to 
hope, nothing which, upon earth, could sustain his mortal frame? 
And he had suffered all this, because, one day, it pleased a 


man—because, substituting despotism for justice, he deprived 
them ‘ at one fell swoop’ of their fortunes and their children— 
because this parricidal son of Liberty—" 

At this moment, the reiterated cries of Vive [ Empereur ! 
struck upon the ear of David, who started up, like one who 
has set his foot upon a hissing serpent. It was the morning 
crowd hurrying towards the Hotel des Invalides to pay their 
last homage to the hero who had been their idol: the old 
soldier followed, and was seized with admiration, on beholding 
the imposing sight which the Champs Elysées then presented: 
The Parisian population was arriving in black masses, and each 
avenue poured forth its phalanx, until a chain of heads seemed 
to connect the Tuileries with the Are del Etoile. All stations 
and all classes were to be seen at this lugubrious solemnity : 
all animosity towards the great man seemed to be forgotten ; 
and the voice of History alone was heard at the tomb of this 
giant, whom humanity could not measure, until he was stretched 
‘a corpse. 

This sublime sight caused a revolution in David. Blum’s 
feelings: his resentment changed to pity; like the horizon 
charged with dark clouds which give way to the solar rays, a 
light suddenly burst upon him. He recollected with what 
emotion the Emperor had exclaimed ‘‘‘ they have deceived me 
on this point also,” and inclining himself towards the most untor- 
tunate of French heroes, he offered him (ez holocauste) his pardon 
for the ills he had been made to suffer, his oblivion of the hate he 


exclaimed, ** How! art hoz fallen from the sky, thou imperial 
star that once shone with such heaven-like splendour?” How! 
didst ¢tou die in exile, thou who hast led kings in thy leading- 
strings, and whole nations in thy chains? Colossal Giant ! who 
didst wish to cover the earth with thy shadow, didst thou 
permit a few feet of the arid rock of St. Helena to be disputed 
with thee? No! I dare not ow complain of my sufferings and 


man. Like me, however, thou hast been deprived of those 
beings that were dear to thee; like me, thou hast been enslaved 
in a distant land; like me, thy name has been covered with 
the refuse of all passions: like me, thou returnest with thy 
heart cold, and thine arm stiff; and nom, the great Emperor 
and the humble Jew meet. for the last time, on a soil conse- 
crated anew by Liberty, Tolerance, and Justice. 

At this instant, the city bells pealed forth; drums, and 
trumpets sounded amidst a discharge of artillery, and a hundred 
thousand voices exclaimed * Le voici.” Nothing can depict 
the feelings of David Blum at this moment; he fell on his 
knees, and prayed. His mind was calmed by prayer, the 
hallucination of his spirit disappeared, his body ceased to be 
supported by the second life which his reflections had given 
him, and he fell down, enfeebled by fatigue and want; when 


the crowd dispersed, the old soldier was remarked resting, 


soldier of fortune to deprive the Alsacian Jews of the nights ot 


had sworn against bim; and, seized with enthusiasm, he - 


misfortunes, for thine have passed beyond the endurance of 
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nsensible, against one of the triumphal columns in the 
neighbourhood of the dre de Triomphe de U Etoile. 

On the day after, the journals contained the following article. 

“Amongst the various accidents of yesterday, there was a 
strange man, of a miserable appearance, who was found 
stretched without consciousness on the Champs / lysées. It 
-s unknown whether he died from want, cold, or the pressure 
of the crowd. He was taken to the Hopital Seaujon, where 
every effort to restore him proved fruitless; he died last night, 
after a few hours of agony. This unknown individual, upon 
whom neither papers nor money were found, will to-day be 
exposed at the \orgue. 

“During his last agonies, his hand grasped firmly a small 
packet, which contained a cross of the Legion of Honour and 
a printed paper so worn, that the following words only could, 
after some difficulty, be made out—Jmperial Decree concern- 
ing the Jews. 17th March 1808." 
Mepicus. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

The Present Festiwal—The attendance at public worship, 
in the metropolitan Synagogues, is said to be much more 
numerous than on any former Passorer: and the offerings 
for religious and charitable purposes, have been of correspond- 
ing magnitude, It is, indeed, to be hoped, that one feature of 
an improved financial scheme (in lieu of old abuses which are 
everywhere yielding to public opinion), will bring promi- 
nently under the notice of every Israelite, the obligation con- 
tained in Deut. xvi. 16 and 17:—* Three times in the year 


shall all thy males appear before the Lord thy God, in the. 


place which he shall choose: in the feast of unleavened bread, 
in the teast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles: and they 
shall not appear betore the Lord empty. Every man shall 
give as he is able, according to the blessing ef the Lord thy 
God, which he hath given thee.” In the Sphardim Synagogue 
special offerings, towards the repair of the building, were com- 
menced by Sir Moses Montefiore, with the munificent sum 
of 2007, 

_ Religious Discourses in the Synagogue, Bevis Marks.— 
During the afternoon service of 549m paw, we heard a brief 
sermon delivered by the Rev. D. Meldola, on the approaching 
Passover: it was well attended. On the afternoon of Sunday, 
the second day of Passover, Dr. Loewe delivered a most im- 
pressive discourse upon religious duty, founded upon the ob- 
servance of the Passover, by the good Hing Josiah, as recounted 
inthe Haphtorah ot the day. 
our learned friend, have presented our readers with a detailed 
notice of this highly appropriate discourse, but the wardens 
have obtained the doctor's permission to publish it, and we 
must forego the pleasure of a review in our present number. 
he varied and extensive attainments of Dr. Loewe as a linguist, 
are matter of celebrity, but we were by no means prepared for 
the eloquent language and the correctness of delivery, exhibited 
in this, his first English discourse. We recognised valuable 
qualifications. for a preacher, in his impressive enunciation and 
graceful manner: the whole had been written and evidently 
digested previously ; the consequences were, a connected and 
mutually dependent whole. But there are circumstances asso- 
ciated with this discourse which are of still higher interest, 


aud which afford gratification to every Jewish mind, anxious 


‘or the improvement of our spiritual condition. The Synagogue 
one of (if not) the largest in London, was not only crowded in 
every part, (the space not occupied by seats, being filled by 

les and gentlemen standing,) but great numbers were ex- 
cluded for want of room. The most lively interest was mani- 
fested throughout, and hundreds are still canvassing the beau- 
ties and uses of pulpit instruction. The lecturer spoke earnestly 
concerning the duties of those who stand high in Israel :—these 
repeated appeals, together with such spectacles as last Sunday 
presented, must ere long have their effect ; and already do we 
see shadowed forth a branch Synagogue westward, with its 
probable and important consequences ;—and an attached college, 
rich in the promise of an influential ministry.—Who shall win 
the glory of so securing the future ‘‘ peace of Israel ?” 
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We should, by the courtesy of 


more detailed notice at present. 
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The Western Jewish Charities.—The Times of the 28th of 


March, and the Observer of the 27th, insert a high compliment 
to the management of Drury Lane Theatre, attributing to it 
an act of great liberality towards the Jewish Charities at the 
Western part of London. These lately took a benefit at this 
theatre, and must have realised a considerable sum ; the receipts 
being 5007. and the charge for the house £236. 

The late Mr. Frend.—The Athenwum, of the 19th of March, 
gives a memoir of this benevolent man, read to the Astrono- 
mical Society. His well known sympathy with the Jews (* his 
elder brethren”’), and his devoted attachment to our national 
literature, will render the memoir of some interest to Jewish 
readers, 

The Beth-medrash College-—The provisional committee has 
received from the sub-committees appointed for the purpose, 
the outlines of a plan, for the conduct of this establishment (in 
Smith's Buildings, Leadenhall Street); the plan was accom- 
panied by an address to the public, founded thereupon. ‘This. 
address, as we understand, 1s now in the press, and public 
opinion upon the plan, is to be taken by means of a canvass 
for subscriptions and donations, to be prosecuted forthwith, We 
have not space, at present, for more than this announcement. 

Bishop Alexrander appears to be subjected to sorry treat- 
ment at the hands of his newly elected brethren in Jerusalem. 
They have been stoning him, while preaching fis version of 
their common creed. ‘The Mahometans appear to have looked 
on and * enjoyed the sport.” We rejoice to find no allusions 
to the presence, at the outrage, of Jews, even of the lower 
orders. 

Bequests to the Synagogues, ¥e.—Nineteen guineas to eaeh 
of the four City Synagogues, by the late Mrs. Rachel Moute- 
fiore; and 502. to the Orphan School of the Sphardim Congre- 
gation, by the same lady. ‘The following legacies have been 
leit by the late Mrs, Kitty Harris, recently deceased :—200/, to 
the New Synagogue, Great St. Helen's; 50/. to the Great 
Synagogue ; 20/. to the Hambro’ Synagogue, Fenchurch Street; 
and 10/. to the Western Synagogue, St. Alban’s Place. 
FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE, 

The Press in Palestine —A very interesting work, by Herr 
Joseph Schwarz, is about to be published at Jerusalem. — It is 
to appear in three parts; the two first of which, entitled 
and are written in Hebrew. The 
third part is in German, and contains a series of articles on 
the East, in its physical, political, and historical relations, 


‘The work is to be printed in the newly-established printing 


office at Jerusalem, [It is truly gratifying to observe this stride 
in Eastern civilization, and to trace it in Jewish enterprise, 
thus combining the study of our sacred literature with the re- 
finements of the modern sciences.—Ep. | 

Dresden.—A pamphlet has just been published here by M. 
Schwarzauer, in which, along with other subjects, he treats of 
the destructive influence which attendance at Christian Schools 
is likely to exercise on Jewish youth. The author, who isa 
Rablinats Candidat, is considered to have displayed, in this 
his first essay, a profound judgment, and an intimate knowledge 
of the subject on which he writes. Our limits do not permit a 
We find that Miss Aguilar, 
in her recently published work, also anlmadverts, in toreible 
terms, upon a similar breach of parental duty found to exist here, 

The Russian Jews, that is, those dwelling on the frontier, 
complain greatly of the circumstances in which they are placed. 
Being on the frontier, commercial intercourse is interdicted, 1 
consequence of which, great distress is beginning to manifest itself. 
It is hoped that the Russian Government will shortly devise 
some amelioration of their condition; an allotment of land is 
hinted at, as the most likely course to be adopted. | 

The Orient, of January Ist, contains along and interesting 
article on the Jews of Great Britain, taken from the Lewpz2ige 
Allgemeine Zeitung.—(‘‘ The ** Tunes” of Germany). The 
writer, in reverting to the disabilities under which the British 
Jews labour, mentions the zeal which they have invariably 
exhibited, in their endeavours to promote the social advance- 
ment, not only of their brethren at home, but also of their 
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foreign co-religionists. In proof of this, two facts (among others) 
are adduced ; having reference to the institution of the London 
University, and the recent mission tothe East. ‘** This university 
was founded for the purpose of educating Dissenters, against 
whom the gates both of Oxford and Cambridge are closed. 
Towards the erection of this institution, the sum of 20,0001. 
was lent by Sir I. L. Goldsmid. An English combination, 
with Sir Moses Montefiore at its head, burst the fetters which 
bound the Eastern Jews, and procured for them the Hatti-Sche- 
rif, which, at least, affords them protection.” A parallel is drawn 
between the English and the French; and between the English 
and the German Jews. The author ascribes an equal degree 
of enthusiasm to the French, but discovers the absence of that 
practical energy which characterizes the English; observing | 
that a Frenchman is continually projecting, but seldom carries 
his plans into execution ; or, in other words, that France 1s a 
state, om chaque jour voit naitre et mourir tant de projets. I he 
comparison between German and English Jews is more striking. 
The Germans are, from their political standing, unable to pro- 
mote the advancement of Judaism externally, this 1s left to the 


Jews of Great Britain, who are powerful enough to maintain | 


its honour and respectability from without ; whilst the Germans, | 
by the diffusion of education, science, and Jewish culture, con- 
tribute to the internal support of Judaism. Allusion is then 
made to the subject of emancipation, and to the bettering of the 
condition of the Jews in the East, for the due accomplishment | 
of both of which, the author proposes an Anglo-J udaic Mission | 
to the East, and an Emancipation Union,” 


The Orient continues to make occasional extracts from our | 
Journal: the following articles are translated at length. The 
* Proposals for an improvement of the condition of the Eastern 
Jems, mith prospective advantages to their western brethren,” 
(inserted in our No, 4:) and our own ‘* Outlines of a plan for | 
trammg a Jewish clergy, for consolidating our ecclesiastical 
government, and for the establishment of a national education 
scheme.” This paper is copied and translated from our No. 9; | 
it is made the leading article of the Orient, and the attention of | 
(rerman Jews 1s called to its importance. —We fear thatthe want | 
of all these essentials must become even still more urgent in- 
England, before any plan, calculated to secure them, will find | 
favor with the ** powers that be.”’ ae 


Onan Law.—(Correspondence.—We receive more commu- 
nications on this subject than we can pretend to acknowledge, , 
The letter of the learned gentleman who writes under the name 
ot J eritas, shall answer our good friend “ P,* who is sur- 
prised that an Editor of our ** penetration,’ should review the 
pamphlet, m2 Syow mn, favorably. To the author of this 
pamphlet, he attributes the having raised the question of the in- 
sufhiciency of the Pentateuch without traditional exposition. 


treating of ** the various insidious means by which the yop sy 
‘the inherent instigator to evil) endeavours to seduce man from 
the paths of virtue and religion,” shows, that the first efforts are 
to disprove the existence of a God; then to deny his revelation 
altogether; and failingin both, he addresses him thus:—* It 
is undeniable that there is a God, the Creator of all things, 
and that the written law has been delivered by the Almighty ; 
but as regards the Oral Law, that, only emanating from our 
Rabbins, consequently forms no part of divine religion, and 
is not binding upon us, nor can it exact implicit obedience.” 
To refute that argument, the pious author of the 9225 myn, 
says, ‘* A moment's reflection will prove the entire futility of 
this reasoning: first, the written Law cannot possibly be strictly 
practised without an oral exposition, as it does not, in many 
mys (commandments), explicitly determine, how, in what 
inanner, at what time, in what place, &c., they are to be per- 
formed ; it is, consequently, erroneous to suppose that the 
All-wise would give us laws without accompanying them with 
the necessary expositions; and, secondly, the written law itself 
plainly refers us to the oral law, ‘as in Deut, xvii. 8.” 

If, therefore, “ P” has encountered a difficulty in recon- 
ciling the alleged ‘ imperfections” of the written law, with his 


same field. 
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solemn conviction of the perfection of its Almighty author, let 
him permit all the greatest luminaries of our nation, whose 
works are still extant, to reconcile those difficulties with 
his preconceived impressions. Our correspondent can scarcely 
he advised of what the Talmud pretends to, or he would not 


argue that the rules of conduct which it contains, even those 


for which it claims a divine origin, could have constituted the 
primary written code, while the Pentateuch might have been 
left to tradition. We rejoice to recognise one Important con- 
sequence of these investigations, 1 the important admission by 


a correspondent, whose former views were more extreme, that 


‘there was an oral law promulgated by Moses in the wilder- 

ness.” It is true, ** P” restricts his admission ** to those few 

points of the written law which required elucidation,”” but he 


will admit that whether those points be few or many, it requires 
-yery profound research, and a dispassionate judgment, not arii- 


trating where us own conventence involved, in order to 
select or reject, what is, or is not obligatory. ‘‘ P” 1s in error 
as to the motives which he assumes for the pamphlets being 
published anonymously; the writer is well known in Jewish 
circles, and, moreover, he only professes to give a digest ot 


arguments long since published by eminent investigators in the 


REJECTED LETTERS, &c, 


- This is the title of a pamphlet, circulated by ** B. E.,” a mem- 
ber of the Secession Congregation. The title implies a charge 
of injustice against ourselves, which it becomes necessary to 
disprove; but, in other respects, We expect to disappoint those, if 
any there be, who could derive satistaction from seeing a paper 
warfare, with its interchange of hard words and harder con- 
structions. We regard *‘ B. E.” as an honest friend in error, and 
if we must demonstrate wherein he is so, we will at least seek out 
points of agreement, if they are to be found. The pamphlet 
contains, first, our own remarks on the ‘* Secession Congrega- 
tion,” (in No. ll of this. paper): it next contains a note to 
ourselves, requesting our insertion of one short, and two very 
long letters, being the ‘‘lithographed documents ”’ referred to 
in No. Ll. We took some pains to explain to * B. E.” wherefore 
we deemed a compliance with his request unnecessary, incon- 
venient, and not due from us; butat his request, our rejection, 
was thus announced on the last page of No, 12:— | 
*** B's’ request cannot be complied with, we do not recognise 
a claim to the insertion of lengthy documents merely because, 
when published, we have chanced to make an extract from them. 
On the question of the schésm itself, all that we can undertake 
is, to be just towards the opponents of good order. If to be 
‘impartial’ signifies to be indifferent, ‘hat, in such an emer- 
gency, we hope never to be.” we 
Our readers would not have thanked us, had we excluded 
more interesting matter from No. 12, and occupied so large a 
‘space with documents already in general circulation, Our 
notice of them afforded them no pretence for any charge of 
unfairness; it could not even be regarded as unfavorable. But 
let us not prove too much: we claim the right to observe as 
unfavorably as we shall find needful, (of course, consistently with 
truth, and gentlemenly courtesy,) upon what we, and the Jewish 
world at large, consider ‘‘a system of misrule.” 
some new canon of criticism, shall give to rebellion the right to 
a page of the ** Times” for its detence—or to an author, the 
privilege to review his reviewer in the same magazine, chen 
may the seceders arraign our policy towards them. We are 
not unconscious of the power which the command of an esta- 
blished periodical affords us ; and we might appeal to “ B. E.” 
himself, for testimony to our scrupulous anxiety to steer clear 
of the various, and naturally exaggerated, rumours which are 
bandied about to the disparagement of the seceders, and to do 
them no less than justice on all points. More than this, could 
hever, in reality, have been expected at our hands; vide our 
opening address in No, 1,—the second column of page 2 freely 
avows our “bias for what is established and recognised, as 
contra-distinguished from what is speculative or unauthorised ; ” 
the whole article is a candid profession of principle, and we 


have never once given reason to expect a departure from what 
was there laid down as our rate of contract. ) 


When 


34 
i 
3 q 
* 
i. 
b 
| | 
| 
i 
| 
| j 
akg 


to 
wh 


On the 15th instant, we were waited upon by two gentlemen, 
with a lengthy letter addressed to pe dl signed “ One of 
the Founders of the West London Synagoque of British Jews.” 
On the following evening we addressed the writer of the letter, 
the (rejected ?) note at foot.* 

On the 24th of March, was published the pamphlet of 
“ Rejected Letters, The last letter, signed B. FE.” very 
closely resembles, but is not identical with, that to which we 
made the reply at foot. In strict fact, neither the resemblance 
of the two letters, nor our reply thereto, would warrant the 


term “rejected,” as applied to that published; but we will at 


once waive the point, and concede that the letter, even in its 
present form, must have been considerably modified before 
wecould have consented to insert it. So far as it affects ourselves. 
though we have not received back the manuscript, we are wil- 
ling to do the writer the justice to admit what he claims, after 
publication, in a friendly note to ourselves,—that after com- 
varison of the two, he finds, on a certain point. “not the 
slightest modification’’; another is ‘‘ considerably altered, 
smoothed and softened down”: and.as to what might be con- 
sidered ‘‘ bitter strictures,’ (on ourselves,) he writes, *‘ those 
I have not had a moment’s hesitation in omitting, as my bosom 
is a total stranger to any such feeling towards you—a feeling, I 
never for a moment attributed to your pen.” We quote this in 
justice to both parties: and now to a consideration of the letter 
itself. 

We have read and re-read it, and truly we do not find the 
question with which it professes to deal, at all touched by what 
“ B. E.” has written. The question was—whether the refusal 


of a certificate (under the marriage act) to the minister of the | 


seceders, was justifiable? We held that it was so—by the Pre- 
sident of the -Board of Deputies, because of instructions from 
ecclesiastical authority—and by ecclesiastical authority, because, 
among other reasons, of the insecurity that the ‘* wsages”’ of 
the Jews, as required by act of parliament, would be respected. 


“ B. E.'s”. letter is a long one, but the only indication of | 


opinion which it affords, on the validity of ** wsages,” is an im- 
putation on the “ authorities” for not disregarding them! We 
may not, in delicacy, dilate on this case; we do not hold it jus- 
tifiable, for the sake of flinging charges (of ‘* sorry treatment” 
and omitted ‘** ovations”) at an adversary, to drag before the 
public, the private concerns of another—perhaps ‘ B. E.” by 
this time thinks the same. The play-ground of our school days 
taught us many practical lessons for our after life; and we 
remember, that when a boy had nothing wherewith to meet a 
charge but a mere retort of the accusation, or a torrent of in- 
Vvective against the accuser and all his connections, then we 
always found that the party accused was possessed of no valid 
defence. Even so is it with * B. E.,”’ whose discursive attacks 
upon every body and every thing, are a substitute for calm rea- 
soning, unworthy of his pen. | : 

he writer must be, indeed, hard pressed for arguments, 
who twits another with assumption of the professional ‘‘ order,” 
because, having submitted a case to professional opinion, he 
forms his own from the data so furnished, and expresses it 
accordingly. 

Nor can we discover more reason in the charge of “ uncon- 
stitutionally” blending the ‘‘ duties of accusers and judges” 
—to say nothing of the privileges of parliament, every church 
claims and exercises the right so to blend. 

We will not do Sir Moses Montefiore, and the ecclesiastical 
authorities, the injustice to undertake their defence under cir- 
cumstances like these. . 

here are a few more random shots, levelled against indi- 


oe Dear Sir.—In accordance with promise, I inform you, that it will be 
quite impossible to find room for an additional line in this week’s number 
of my journal. Your strictures on myself demand my attention, however 
bitterly expressed; but there are some portions of your letter, concerning 
which I have consulted a learned friend, and we consider them so evidently 
founded on misapprehension, that you would regret to elicit the replies 
which would follow. I shall have more leisure to devote to the subject 
next week, allthat you will not withdraw shall be noticed, but I reserve 
are some discretion as to the personalities. I am not quite clear, 
ether the manuscript was to be returned if I did not decline to give it 
teen itisleft with * * * * if you require it, but pray let me 
ve it, or its duplicate, as soon as possible. | | 
“Tam, Dear Sir, yours truly, &c.” 
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viduals not indicated ; we need not stop to investigate or to 
defend in such cases, ‘ B. E.'s” friends would not hold us 


justified in fastening upon their body, a mooting of the ques- 


tion, ‘* whether to fast on the day of atonement is a suitable 
and equable mode of ‘ afflicting the soul;’” or whether, ** the 
ceremonies of Judaism can be regarded as obligatory, in the 
meridian of Great Britain?” even uf we advanced such charges 
against members of their communion. 

* Old Judaism” shall find an abler champion,* who will dis- 
passionately show ‘* B. E.” how grossly he has been deceived, 
both as to texts with which he has been furnished, and of course 
as to, the inferences drawn therefrom. 

We have already extended our remarks to an inconvenient 
length for onenumber; and we now willingly point out indications, 
that this unhappy divergence from the religious principles of 
the Jewish world is, in some wise, yielding to those of conver- 
gence. Witness the following passage :— 

‘ Yes, sir, this is the head and front of their offending; (the 
having improved and purified the liturgy from much objec- 
tionable matter;) for the few words about the Oral Law, found 
in the discourse delivered at the consecration on the 27th of 
January, are defensive only.’ We hope and believe that we 
may infer from this, that the necessity of some Oral Law, 
binding upon the Jews, is no longer denied. If we be answered, 
that it never was denied by the body of the secederd. so much 
the better; we are bound by wholesome parliamentary usage, to 
accept *‘ the honorable members’ own version of their meaning.” 
We jump over the intervening dicta, which would challenge 
our contradiction, and pull up at the. untenable assertiuon—that 
the “ existence of a synagogue, clearly establishes the right,”’— 
what right?—to repudiate all ecclesiastical direction in eccle- 
siastical affairs, and to insist on unrestricted communion with, 
and formal recognition by, the parent church notwithstanding ! 
We cannot imagine that this extraordinary principle will be 
maintained in every conjuncture of circumstances ; and thas 
also abandoned, we do foresee convergence and religious con- 
formity, brought about by enlightened enquiry on the one 
hand, and on the other, by a regenerated love for those sacred 
institutions, which have fenced and preserved Israel through 
the wildest licence, as well as through the sorest tribulation. 


REVIEW. 


Yow Tue Spirir or JupAism. By Grace Aguilar. 


Edited by the Jer. Lsaac Leeser, Philadelphia: (See Ade.) 
This is truly becoming a printing age among our people ; 
the spirit of former times is reviving, and an imperious sens ¢ 
of duty is impelling many to step forth from the ranks, 
to enquire, and to inform. From the ranks—and wherefore ?— 
On all sides we find an eagerness to be instructed, and guided: 
—and where are our leaders ? | 
But this is a review, and we owe it-to the pious spirit which 


conceived the work before us, to explain how the above 


queries have intruded. Their best apology is the frequent 
notes of her own editor; a series of comments and corrections, 
forced upon him by the necessity of counteracting the erro- 
neous impressions which the text would else produce on the 
ordinary reader. The deeper research, the wider experience, 
and, therefore, sounder judgment of the Rey. Editor, impels him 
to break through the stricter line usually observed, with an author's 
concurrence, and to protect his own reputation by frequent pro- 
tests against the views he helps to disseminate.—We sincerely 
hope that these strictures will be construed. as courteous 
as they are candid. No offence can be reasonably entertained at 
the institution of a comparison between the qualifications of an 
editor, thus elected by herself, and the author from whom he 
differs. A lady, and that too a young lady, whatever the 
advantages of quick perception conceded to her sex, is, by the 
iron rule of custom, limited to fewer opportunities of ac- 
quiring that information and experience, which might restrict 
a too apt disposition to generalize from few facts. ‘I'he notions 
which many form of Talmudical study, or of traditional doctrine, 
are founded not on what they sift from them, but on what they 
are told concerning them. The book before us bears evident 
traces of the peculiar readings of its fair writer, not designedly 
* See notice to correspondents. 
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or even avoidably peculiar, so far as she 1s concerned ; the 
peculiarity is at once an evidence of an activity on the part of 
others, and a supineness on the part of those responsible, among 
ourselves. The traces referred to are conspicuous—in Miss 
Aguilar’s frequent refutations of Anti-Jewish sophistries—her 
rather overstated estimate of the part to be played by a Messiah 
in our religious system—and her occasionally exaggerated 
apprehensions, of the success of those who would apostatize us. 


‘e will now turn to the more agreeable task of pointing out | 


the many beauties which the work contains. Miss Aguilar 1s a 
poet, and of no mean grade; her contributions to various 
publications have always been spoken of with respect; those 
with which our own columns have been honored, have been 
extracted by others with well merited commendation. The 
style of the book before us is every way worthy of her reputa- 


THE VOICE 


tion; and wherever she quits the province of schoolmen, and | 
pours forth her own pious sentiments of the heart's duties, | 


and the soul's destiny, she is fervid, eloquent, and truthful, | 


We have omitted extracts in support of our review, thus far, 
hut we cannot forbear to present our readers with a specimen 
or two, in illustration of what we have just claimed for our 
author’s stvle. We find on pages 42 & 66.* 

She is both eloquent and just on the pages immediately 
following, upon what is the value of mere accomplishments, 
and what is the best aim of an intelligent mind. Her definition 
of true charity, on pages 98 and 99, deserves to be read and 
re-read, The Sabbath is treated at some length, and its spirit 
well developed. We recommend the filial piety exhibited on 
page 139, to ‘tthe young daughters of Israel,” to whom she 
addresses herself. We feel, bitterly feel, how much of truth 
there is in the exposé of our spiritual destitution, on pages 
148 and 149. Jewish mothers will read and appreciate the 
exhortation from page 154 forwards, and again at page 170. 
Some suceeeding passages we have marked not quite so favor- 


ably, but we willingly leave them to the general bearing of | 


our preceding strictures; making, what is to us, an agreeable 
conclusion, by commending the author's just remarks on the 
assumption of religious independence on page 249; the crimi- 
nal neglect of paternal obligations pointed out on page 251; 


and the excellent winding up of her treatise, with a resumé of 


the contemplations associated in a religious mind, with the 
chapter of the pow, which gives a title to the book, 
* These extracts are in type, but postponed unavoidably for want of 


room. Our Review of Dr. Lorws's Rod of Judgment, is also reluctantly 
deterred from a sinular cause. | 


Cheap Jewish Library.—I\n expressing the obligations of the 
Jewish public to the Editors of these publications, our inex- 
perience rendered even less than justice, for No. 3, at ld, con- 
tains two whole sheets of foolseap; and No, 4, at 2d, five and 
ahalfsheets. Thus the work is distributed almost gratuitously ; 
it would not be expedient to make it wholly so. Since our 
first hurried notice, we have had an opportunity to collect the 
public verdict upon the literary character of the work, and 


rejoice to find it almost universally favorable. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 
Friday Ist of April, 21st of jp) 6th of ~My 7th of nop 
Sabb. 9 99 ++ 7 
Friday 8 Sabb. at 4-past 6 
Sabb. ‘** Portion of week 


Mond. Il we 16 rig, 
ON DIT. 


That the Anniversay Dinner of the Jews’ Orphan Asylum, 
is finally fixed for the Sth May next, and that Lord Palmerston 
has been added to the list of stewards.—That Mr. Henry is to 
deliver a discourse, on Sabbath the 8th day of Passover, in 
the Western Synagogue, St. Alban’s Place. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


‘* I. T.’s” kind offer is accepted, we shall be glad of the articles 
at his convenience: he rightly divines our policy as to the pre- 


luminaries, 


OF JACOB. 


“4. B.'s comments on the * Rejected Letters,” and on the 
questions involved, are temperate and forcible; we regret the 
necessity, at this late hour, for postponing their insertion to 


our next number, th 
“ 4micus's” printed letter, on Peace,” ke. 1s received, is 


case is not in point, but his efforts are well intended. Such 
straggling attempts can lead to no result. | 
an influential and religiously safe middle party, is now the 
great desideratum. 
4 Portuguese Jew’ would ruin * the charities,’ by any 
policy so outrageously wxcharitable. : 

“ Anti-eraggeration” cannot use our columns for attacking 
the opposition paper.” 


/-rratum.—No. 13, page 104, fourteenth line, for ** twelve,” 
read—thirteen midoth.” | | 


Apvertisements received by the Printer, or any of the 
Agents, and charged on: the most moderate scale of similar 
publications: they must be sent in early in the week, and we 
can only admit a limited number. 
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Printed and Published in Philadelphia, Caited States, America. Edited by, 
and under the superintendence of, the Kev, Isaac Leeser, Minister of the Jewish 
Congregation of Philadelphia. Any orders sent to Miss G. Aguilar, 5, Triangle, 
Hackney, or to Mr. D. Dias, 54, Great Prescot Street, will be promptly attended 
to. Price 7s. or for three copies £1. 
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fEXMIE ROD OF JUDGMENT; which demonstrates by 

natural inferences, the Truth of the Oral Law, trausmitted to us by the 
Sages of Israel, the Authors of the Mishna and the Talmud. By the Rev. David 
Nieto, (of blessed memury,).Chief Rabbi of the Spanish and Portuguese Congrega- 
tion of London, (in the year 3474). Translated from the Hebrew, by Dr 
L.. Lonwe. Printed by Wertheimer, & Cu.; Seld by the Translator, 55, Mauseli 
Street, Goodmand’s Fields. ‘No. 1, Price 1s.) 


(GLOUCESTER HOUSE ACADEMY. Mr. Neumegen, 


having removed his Establishment from Highgate to Gloucester House, 
Kew; where he has taken spacious premises, delightiully situated, surrounded by 
four acres of ground and in every respect admirably adapted for a first rate 
Establishment; solicits the patronage of his friends, and assures them, that iu 
addition to the well Known salubrity of the situation, he is determined that, as far 
as regards the solidity of the instruction, the domestic arrangements, and parenta! 
attention, for promoting the general happiness of the Pupils, his Establishment 
shall not be excelled by any in the Country. 

Mr. Neumegen flatters himself, that his long experience in the scholastic pro- 
fession, and the proticiency of the numerous pupils that have been educated under 
his care, will entile him to the same encouragement and patronage, which he 
had the honor of enjoying for twenty years, at Highgate. 

The pupils are instructed in the Hebrew Language grammatically, and gradually 
made acquainted with its sublime Literature, now so generally and so justly 
admitted as being most essential for the education of our youth. : 

To meet the wishes of some of Mr. N.'s friends, he has established a separate 
class for instruction in the Talmud, under his immediate superintendence, for 
such pupils whose parents should particularly desire them to be acquainted with 
the knowledge of that erudite study, . 

Terms.—Including English in all its branches, Hebrew, French, Writing, Book 
keeping, Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry, &e. Geography, and the Use of the 
Globes :—Thirty-six Guineas per Annum; Washing included. Latin and Greek, 
One Guinea per Quarter each. Music, Dancing, Drawing, &c., on the usual terms. 
Each Pupil to bring six towels and a dessert spoon and fork. Pupils under Eight 
years of age, are admitted at Thirty Guineas per Annum, without any extra 
charge whatever. 

The two Vacations, at the Passover and the Feast of Tabernacles, one Month 


each; but any pupil is at liberty to remain at those times, without any additiona. 
expense, except during the week of Passover. 


a. AND MISS AGUILAR’S Preparatory Establish- 


meut for Young Gentlemen, from four to ten years of age, No, 5, Triangle, 
Hackney, with liberal Board, and Instruction in Religion, the English and Hebrew 
Languages, Writing, Arithmetic, Geography and History. Applications, as above. 
for terms and further particulars, will be promptly attended to. 
N.B. The Passover Vacation will cease on 25th April, next. 


} ENRY LAWRANCE, Brush Manufacturer, 5, Castle 


Street, Houndsditch, respectfully informs his friends and the public that 
he has commenced business in the above line: and begs to assure them that every 


— will be manufactured in the very best manner, and on the most reasonable 
rms, 


Communications for the Editor, to be add , 
Camomile Street. ressed to the Office, 27, 


Unity of action, 


London: Published by Streit, Paternoster Row; and sold by 
Reynolds, Church Row, Aldgate; Abrahams; and Valentine, 


Houndsditch; Levy, (Distributor,) 14, Middlesex S 
and Dyte & Son, 106, Strand. * _ treet, Spitalfields ’ 


Printed by E. Varry, 27, Camomile Street, Bishopegate. 
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